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County. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th
Congressional District, | thank him for his work
to protect life and property in our community
and wish him continued health, safety, and
success.

——————

CELEBRATING HARVEY SOLWAY
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 70TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. HALEY M. STEVENS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 70th birthday of Mr.
Harvey Solway of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan,
who reached this milestone on March 24th.

Harvey has spent his long and loving life
dedicated to his beloved family and countless
friends. He has maintained a vibrant career as
the successful Chief Executive Officer of Pet
Supplies Plus, and now investment enter-
prises.

Harvey’s family encouraged friends around
the country to write to him and share a favor-
ite memory, and | would like to include mine
here for this record.

It is well known that the first time | met Har-
vey Solway was when | was in high school,
and | entered his house after school with his
daughter, Alison, one of my best friends, |
mistakenly thought he was asking me how my
day went, when in fact, he was speaking to
his wife. My precocious seventeen-year-old
self responded that | was exasperated to find
out that a government education program for
young adults had concluded its application pe-
riod, and that | had missed the deadline.

While Alison regales many with this story
frequently, what many do not know is that
Harvey Solway was one of the first people to
encourage and support my run for Congress.

Harvey has lent generous wisdom and
counsel to many aspiring young professionals.
He does so without seeking credit or attention,
but because he likes to contribute to the better
outcomes of those around him. Today, | am
pleased to celebrate my friend, Harvey, on his
birthday. | am glad that he got to spend this
milestone day with his loving wife, Nancy, by
his side. Here’s to many more.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, | was de-
layed arriving to the House floor and missed
the first vote in the day’s vote series.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 138.

————

HONORING FIREFIGHTER DAVE
BLUBAUGH

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Firefighter Dave
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Blubaugh for his 40 years of service with the
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach
first aid, educate students about fire and other
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety
seats for children. Through their diverse and
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our
local community.

Firefighter Blubaugh has worked throughout
his career to serve the people of Somerset
County. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th
Congressional District, | thank him for his work
to protect life and property in our community
and wish him continued health, safety, and
success.

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 3RD CAVALRY
REGIMENT

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the United States
Army’s 3rd Cavalry Regiment, celebrating its
175th anniversary this week.

Formerly known as the Brave Rifles, they
are currently stationed at Fort Hood, Texas or
the Great Place, which | am proud to rep-
resent in Congress.

They have taken part in many of our na-
tion’s most hard-fought campaigns, from the
Mexican-American War through the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

This honorable unit has always answered
the call to arms, with brave Soldiers defending
freedom and liberty across the globe.

It is my great honor to recognize the 3rd
Cavalry Regiment of Fort Hood, Texas for
their extraordinary contributions to our Coun-
try. A grateful Nation shares in their celebra-
tion this week.

We thank them for their enduring commit-
ment and for their selfless service.

In God we trust.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| was unable to vote on Roll Call number 147
on May 18, 2021. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 147.
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HONORING FIREFIGHTER DON
DEAL

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Firefighter Don
Deal for his 35 years of service with the
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach
first aid, educate students about fire and other
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety
seats for children. Through their diverse and
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our
local community.

Firefighter Deal has worked throughout his
career to serve the people of Somerset Coun-
ty. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, | thank him for his work to pro-
tect life and property in our community and
wish him continued health, safety, and suc-
cess.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF H. RES. 398 REC-
OGNIZING THE FORTHCOMING
CENTENNIAL OF THE 1921 TULSA
RACE MASSACRE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
to speak in strong support of H. Res. 398, the
Recognizing the Forthcoming Centennial of
the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, recognizes
one of the darkest moments in American his-
tory, the Tulsa-Greenwood Race Massacre,
that occurred in the African American Green-
wood community of Tulsa, Oklahoma on May
31-June 1, 1921.

Madam Speaker, earlier this year | intro-
duced a resolution (H. Res. 215 later modified
as H. Res. 398), joined by 84 cosponsors, rec-
ognizing the centennial of the 1921 Tulsa
Race Massacre.

The resolution was reintroduced as H. Res.
398 to make technical corrections to allow the
House of Representatives to vote on the
measure.

On March 18, 2021, | am pleased to report
that the H. Res. 398 passed the House as
part of the House Rule for H.R. 1629, the Fair-
ness in Orphan Drug Exclusivity Act, and H.
Res. 275, the Condemning the horrific shoot-
ings in Atlanta, Georgia, on March 16, 2021.

As the great southern writer William Faulk-
ner reminded us: “The past is never dead. It's
not even past.”

Madam Speaker, as | and other Members
spoke in support of H. Res. 398, we recounted
the hatreds, prejudices, resentments, and
white supremacy that Black Americans wit-
nessed and suffered in Greenwood a century
ago are not dead; they are not even past.
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A century ago, White rioters, local law en-
forcement, and self-appointed vigilantes
claimed to be acting reasonably and in self-
defense against what they feared was an up-
coming Black uprising.

They resented the economic prosperity and
self-sufficiency of the Greenwood community,
which was known nationally as “Black Wall
Street.”

They viewed Black males as fearsome
physical threats to their personal safety and as
rivals to white women.

These baseless, irrational concerns are not
a relic of the past, they are with us today and
are what resulted in the deaths of George
Floyd, Tamir Rice, Deonte Wright, Stephon
Clark, Amidou Diallo, and hundreds of others
too numerous to list.

In 1921, Tulsa, Oklahoma’s Greenwood Dis-
trict, known as “Black Wall Street,” was one of
the most documented prosperous African
American communities in the United States.

The Greenwood community with a popu-
lation of over 100,000 Black people had stores
that sold luxury items, 21 restaurants, 30 gro-
cery stores, a hospital, a savings and loan
bank, a post office, three hotels, jewelry and
clothing stores, two movie theaters, a library,
pool halls, a bus and cab service, a nationally
recognized school system, six private air-
planes, and two black newspapers.

On May 31st of that year, the 35 city blocks
of Greenwood went up in flames, at least 300
Black persons were murdered and more than
800 were injured; it is estimated that not less
than 9,000 were left homeless and destitute.

These rioters reenacted the brutality of the
mob from a hundred years ago in the hal-
lowed halls of the Citadel of Democracy.

It should not be overlooked that the source
of their irrational anger, hatred, and violent re-
action was that Black Americans voted in
overwhelming numbers in the Atlanta, Phila-
delphia, Milwaukee, and Detroit to oust the
most negative, divisive, racially hostile, and in-
competent presidents history, the 45th Presi-
dent, who presided over the deaths of more
than 500,000 Americans, disproportionately
Black and Brown.

The legacy of white mob violence inflicted
upon the Black community of Greenwood has
scarred the descendants of the victims of this
American pogrom.

Madam Speaker, the events of January 6th
have given us insight into what the people of
Greenwood Oklahoma faced when they were
attacked by a similar murderous mob.

H. Res. 98 is a reminder to the nation of the
ultimate cruelty inflicted upon a people for
dare believing that the promise of America
was attainable by them and their achieve-
ments would be respected and protected by
law.

But it does more than that, it puts the House
of Representatives on record that the United
States can achieve a more perfect union:

by condemning the violence and destruction
perpetrated against the African-American com-
munity of Greenwood, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the
scene of the then-largest single instance of
domestic terror against American citizens;

through the rejection and active opposition
to the false ideology of White supremacy and
condemnation of all groups and organizations
that ascribe to this false system of belief and
seek to perpetuate their views through vio-
lence and unlawful conduct;

by promoting tolerance and unity and taking
actions to ensure that governmental policies
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and actions do not foster division, disharmony,
or intolerance;

by calling upon all Americans to celebrate
the ethnic, racial, and religious diversity that
has made the United States the leader of the
community of nations and the beacon of hope
and inspiration to oppressed persons every-
where;

encouraging all persons in the United States
to reflect upon the history of the United States
as an imperfect but committed journey to es-
tablish a more perfect union and to cherish
and exercise the rights, privileges, and re-
sponsibilities guaranteed by the Constitution;
and

recognizing the commitment of Congress to
acknowledge and. learn from the history of
racism and racial violence in the United
States, including the Tulsa Race Massacre, to
reverse the legacy of White supremacy and
fight for racial justice.

Madam Speaker, | will now briefly recount
the horrific events cited in H. Res. 398 that
were experienced by the law-abiding Black
community of Greenwood on those terrible
days.

In 1921, White supremacy and racist vio-
lence were common throughout the United
States and went largely unchecked by the jus-
tice system.

In Tulsa, Oklahoma reports of an alleged
and disputed incident on the morning of May
30, 1921, between two teenagers, a Black
man and a White woman, caused the White
community of Tulsa, including the Tulsa Trib-
une, to call for a lynching amidst a climate of
White racial hostility and White resentment
over Black economic success.

On May 31, 1921, a mob of armed White
men descended upon Tulsa’s Greenwood Dis-
trict and launched what is now known as the
“Tulsa Race Massacre.”

Tulsa municipal and county authorities failed
to take actions to calm or contain the violence,
and civil and law enforcement officials depu-
tized many White men who were participants
in the violence as their agents, directly contrib-
uting to the violence through overt and often
illegal acts.

Over a period of 24 hours, the White mob’s
violence led to the death of an estimated 300
Black residents, as well as over 800 reports of
injuries.

The White mob looted, damaged, burned, or
otherwise destroyed approximately 40 square
blocks of the Greenwood district, including an
estimated 1,256 homes of Black residents, as
well as virtually every other structure, including
churches, schools, businesses, a hospital, and
a library, leaving nearly 9,000 Black residents
of the Greenwood community homeless and
effectively wiping out tens of millions dollars in
Black prosperity and wealth.

In the wake of the Tulsa Race Massacre,
the Governor of Oklahoma declared martial
law, and units of the Oklahoma National
Guard participated in the mass arrests of all or
nearly all of Greenwood’s surviving residents,
removing them from Greenwood to other parts
of Tulsa and unlawfully detaining them in hold-
ing centers.

Oklahoma local and state governments dis-
missed claims arising from it the 1921 Tulsa
Race Massacre for decades, and the event
was effectively erased from collective memory
and history until, in 1997, the Oklahoma State
Legislature finally created a commission to
study the event.
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On February 28, 2001, the commission
issued a report that detailed, for the first time,
the extent of the Massacre and decades-long
efforts to suppress its recollection.

None of the law enforcement officials nor
any of the hundreds of other White mob mem-
bers who participated in the violence were
ever prosecuted or held accountable for the
hundreds of lives lost and tens of millions of
dollars of Black wealth destroyed, despite the
Tulsa Race Massacre Commission confirming
their roles in the Massacre, nor was any com-
pensation ever provided to the Massacre’s vic-
tims or their descendants.

Government and city officials not only abdi-
cated their responsibility to rebuild and repair
the Greenwood community in the wake of the
violence, but actively blocked efforts to do so,
contributing to continued racial disparities in
Tulsa akin to those that Black people still face
today across the United States.

Madam Speaker, the pattern of violence
against Black people in the United States,
often at the hands of law enforcement, shows
that the fight to end State-sanctioned violence
against Black people continues.

As the American Historical Association stat-
ed, “What happened in Tulsa was extreme,
but not unusual. It is part of our Nation’s herit-
age. We must acknowledge that heritage,
learn from it, and do whatever each of us can
do to ensure that it is just that—heritage, rath-
er than a continuing practice.”

Madam Speaker, | include in the RECORD a
more detailed account of the 1921 Tulsa Race
Massacre that is based on the “Final Report
of the Oklahoma Commission to Study The
Tulsa Race Riot of 1921,” issued February 28,
2001.

Madam Speaker, | also ask the House to
observe a moment of silence in memory of the
victims and survivors of the Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre, and their descendants to carry the ter-
rible memories of that horrific day and still
grieve over the loss of so many loved ones
and of faith in the American system of justice.
MOTHER RANDLE’S WRITTEN TESTIMONY FOR

THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITU-

TION, CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES, MAY

19, 2021

I am blessed and honored to be talking
with you today. It means a lot to me to fi-
nally be able to look at you all in the eye
and ask you to do the right thing. I have
waited so long for justice.

My name is Lessie Evelyn Benningfield
Randle. People call me Mother Randle.
Today, I am 106-years-old. 100 years ago, in
1921, I was a 6-year-old child. I was blessed to
live with my grandmother in a beautiful
Black community in Tulsa Oklahoma, called
Greenwood. I was lucky. I had a home. I had
toys. I didn’t have any fears as a young child
and I felt very safe. My community was
beautiful and was filled with happy and suc-
cessful Black people. Then everything
changed.

It was like a war. White men with guns
came and destroyed my community. We
couldn’t understand why. What did we do to
them? We didn’t understand. We were just
living. But they came, and they destroyed
everything.

They burned houses and businesses. They
just took what they wanted out of the build-
ings then they burned them. They murdered
people. We were told they just dumped the
dead bodies into the river. I remember run-
ning outside of our house. I ran past dead
bodies. It wasn’t a pretty sight. I still see it
today in my mind—100 years later.
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I was so scared—I didn’t think we would
make it out alive. I remember people were
running everywhere. We waited for the sol-
diers to come, and when they finally came,
they took us to the fairgrounds where we
would be safe. It felt like so long before they
came.

I survived the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.
And I have survived 100 years of painful
memories and losses.

By the grace of God, I am still here. I have
survived. I have survived to tell this story. I
believe that I am still here to share it with
you. Hopefully now, you all will listen to us.
While we are still here.

The white people who did this to us, were
filled with so much hate. It is disgusting
that they hate us for no reason except that
we are Black people.

We know—most of the people who com-
mitted these acts are dead now. The three of
us here today, are the only ones left—that
we know of. But just because these men are
probably dead, the City and County of Tulsa,
the State of Oklahoma, and the Tulsa Cham-
ber are still responsible for making it right.

The City and County caused this to happen
to us—

The State allowed this happen to us—they
didn’t protect us.

The Chamber helped ensure that we could
not rebuild after the Massacre, including
holding us in internment camps.

They owe us something. They owe me
something. I have lived much of my life poor.
My opportunities were taken from me. And
my community, North Tulsa—Black Tulsa—
is still messed up today. They didn’t rebuild
it. Its empty. It’s a ghetto. You can help us
get some justice.

America is full of examples where people in
positions of power, many just like you, have
told us to wait. Others have told us it’s too
late. It seems like justice in America is al-
ways so slow or not possible for Blacks. And
we are made to feel crazy just for asking for
things to be made right. There are always so
many excuses for why justice is so slow or
never happens at all.

I am here today, at 106-years-old, looking
at you all in the eye. We’ve waited too long,
and I am tired. We are tired. I am asking you
today to give us some peace. Please give me,
my family, and my community some justice.

Thank you.

HUGHES VAN ELLIS WRITTEN TESTIMONY FOR
THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITU-
TION, CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES, MAY
19, 2021

My name is Hughes Van Ellis. I am 100
years old. And I am a survivor of the Tulsa
Race Massacre. Because of the Massacre, my
family was driven from our home. We were
left with nothing. We were made refugees in
our own country.

My childhood was hard and we didn’t have
much. We worried what little we had would
be stolen from us. Just like it was stolen in
Tulsa. You may have been taught that when
something is stolen from you, you can go to
the courts to be made whole. You can go to
the courts to get justice. This wasn’t the
case for wus. The courts in Oklahoma
wouldn’t hear us. The federal courts said we
were too late.

We were made to feel that our struggles
were unworthy of justice. That we were less
valued than whites, that we weren’t fully
American. We were shown that in the United
States, not all men were equal under law. We
were shown that when Black voices called
out for justice, no one cared.

But we still had faith things would get bet-
ter. We still believed in the promise of Amer-
ica and in the cause of freedom.

I did my duty in World War II. I served in
combat in the Far East with the 234th AAA
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Gun Battalion. We were an all-black bat-
talion. I fought for freedom abroad, even
though it was ripped away from me at home,
even after my home and my community were
destroyed, I did it because I believed, in the
end, America would get it right.

When I returned home from the war, I
didn’t find any of the freedom I was fighting
for overseas. Unlike white servicemen, I
wasn’t entitled to GI Bill benefits because of
the color of my skin. I came home to seg-
regation. A separate and unequal America.
But still I believed in America,

This is why we are still speaking up today,
even at the age of 100. The Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre isn’t a footnote in a history book for
us. We live with it every day and the thought
of what Greenwood was and what it could
have been. We aren’t just black and white
pictures on a screen, we are flesh and blood.
I was there when it happened, I'm still here.
My sister was there when it happened, she’s
still here.

We’re not asking for a handout. All we are
asking for is for a chance to be treated like
a first-class citizen who truly is a bene-
ficiary of the promise that this is a land
where there is ‘‘liberty and justice for all.”

We are asking for justice for a lifetime of
ongoing harm. Harm that was caused by the
Massacre. You can give us the chance to be
heard and give us a chance to be made whole
after all these years and after all our strug-
gle.

I still believe in America. I still believe in
the ideals that I fought overseas to defend.
And I believe if given the chance you will do
the right thing and justice will be served.
Thank you.

WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF MOTHER VIOLA FLETCH-
ER FOR THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITU-
TION, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND CIVIL LIBERTIES,
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2021

My name is Viola Fletcher, or Mother
Fletcher. I am the daughter of Lucinda Ellis
and John Wesley Ford of Tulsa, Oklahoma. I
am the sister of Hughes Van Ellis, who is
also here today. And I am a survivor of the
Tulsa Race Massacre. Two weeks ago, I cele-
brated my 107th birthday.

Today, I am in Washington, D.C. for the
first time in my life. I am here seeking jus-
tice. I am here asking my country to ac-
knowledge what happened in Tulsa in 1921.

On May 31st 1921, I went to bed in my fam-
ily’s home in the Greenwood neighborhood of
Tulsa. The neighborhood I feel asleep in that
night was rich—not just in terms of wealth,
but in culture, community, and heritage. My
family had a beautiful home. We had great
neighbors and I had friends to play with. I
felt safe. I had everything a child could need.
I had a bright future ahead of me. Greenwood
could have given me the chance to truly
make it in this country.

Within a few hours, all of that was gone.
The night of the Massacre I was woken up by
my family. My parents and five siblings were
there. I was told we had to leave. And that
was it.

I will never forget the violence of the white
mob when we left our house. I still see Black
men being shot, and Black bodies lying in
the street. I still smell smoke and see fire. I
still see Black businesses being burned. I
still hear airplanes flying overhead. I hear
the screams. I live through the Massacre
every day.

Our country may forget this history. I can-
not. I will not. The other survivors do not.
And our descendants do not.

When my family was forced to leave Tulsa,
I lost my chance at an education. I never fin-
ished school past the fourth grade. I have
never made much money. My country, state,
and city took a lot from me. Despite this, I
spent time supporting the war effort in the
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shipyards of California. But for most of my
life, I was a domestic worker serving white
families. I never made much money. To this
day, I can barely afford my everyday needs.
All the while the City of Tulsa have unjustly
used the names and stories of victims like
me to enrich itself and its White allies
through the $30 million raised by the Tulsa
Centennial Commission while I continue to
live in poverty.

I am 107 years old and have never seen jus-
tice. I pray that one day I will. I have been
blessed with a long life—and have seen the
best and worst of this country. I think about
the horrors inflicted upon Black people in
this country every day.

This Subcommittee has the power to lead
us down a better path. I am asking that my
country acknowledge what has happened to
me. The trauma. The pain. The loss. And I
ask that survivors and descendants be given
a chance to seek justice. Open the courtroom
doors to us.

I believe we must acknowledge America’s
sins. It is the least we can do.

I saw what happened here on January 6th
this year. It broke my heart. It reminded me
of what happened 100 years ago. And now, I
hear some of you on TV saying it didn’t hap-
pen, like we didn’t see it with our own eyes.
It happened on live TV. 100 years ago, there
was no TV, but you have me here right now.
You see Mother Randle. You see my brother,
Hughes Van Ellis. We lived this history. We
can’t ignore it. It lives with us.

We lost everything that day. Our homes.
Our churches. Our newspapers. Our theaters.
Our lives. Greenwood represented the best of
what was possible for Black people in Amer-
ica—and for all people. No one cared about
us for almost 100 years. We, and our history,
have been forgotten, washed away. This Con-
gress must recognize us, and our history. For
Black Americans. For white Americans. For
all Americans. That’s some justice.

Thank you.

——————

HONORING FIREFIGHTER LOUIE
MARTIN

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Firefighter Louie
Martin for his 10 years of service with the
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach
first aid, educate students about fire and other
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety
seats for children. Through their diverse and
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our
local community.

Firefighter Martin has worked throughout his
career to serve the people of Somerset Coun-
ty. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, | thank him for his work to pro-
tect life and property in our community and
wish him continued health, safety, and suc-
cess.
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